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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY 
Lecturer crosses disciplines with 'Massive Change' 
Bruce Mau believes we should be 
responsible for the structures we put in 
place. His focus on the natural world 
and the intervention of human design 
is particularly poignant in light of 
the recent disasters in the Gulf 
Coast from hurricanes. 
Mau will be the featured aca-
demic lecturer of the Fall Arts 
Celebration on Tuesday, October 
18, at 7 p.m. in Loosemore 
Auditorium at the De Vos Center. A 
prelude carillon concert featuring 
Grand Valley student carillonneurs , 
under the direction of professor 
Julianne Vanden Wyngaard, will 
begin at 6:20 p.m. at the Beckering 
Family Carillon. 
Mau , founder and creative director 
of Bruce Mau Design , Inc. in 
Toronto, presents an intelligent, visu-
ally provocative exploration of new 
design potential. His studio brings together 
thinkers from diverse disciplines in a unique 
collaborative process. He is recognized 
worldwide for innovation in a wide range of 
areas, including identity and branding, 
research and conceptual programming, 
print design and production , environ-
mental design , exhibition design , and 
product development. 
Mau has recently embarked on his 
most challenging project: The 
Massive Change exhibition. The show 
is about nothing less than "the design 
of the world." The project, which 
encompasses a book, traveling exhibition, 
radio show, Web site, and upcoming fea-
ture film, is just the latest in a long line of 
Mau 's multi-disciplinary works. 
In addition to the evening lecture, Mau will 
talk with students at 2 p.m. in the Cook-
DeWitt Center. Drawing from the 
Massive Change project, Mau will give a short 
presentation , "Now That We Can Do Anything, 
What Will We do?" then have an open discus-
sion with four students from various disci-
plines: Joel Berry, art and design; Andrew 
Berke, chemistry; Stacey Booher, Sociology; 
and Rachel Jaques , Liberal Studies . They will 
give four perspectives on Massive Change. 
Grand Valley faculty are also making connec-
tions between Mau 's work and their courses. 
As examples, Ed Wong-Ligda's Introduction 
to Illustration students are exploring Massive 
Change , studying how artists have historically 
worked to effect change, then applying the 
knowledge to student projects that focus on a 
significant social problem. Ander Monson 's 
Intermediate and Advanced Fiction workshops 
are using Mau's "Incomplete Manifesto for 
Growth" as a touchstone in exploring the 
writer 's roles as producer, designer, social 
creature and craftsman . 
For more information about the lecture, call 
x12180. 
···---------------------------
Web links students with professionals for job advice 
Students will be a few computer clicks away 
from seeking job advice from professionals 
when they use an improved version of a 
Career Services database . 
The Career Contact Bank, at 
www.gvsu.edu/careercontact, is a database of 
about 500 alumni and other professionals who 
will aid a student seeking advice on possible 
careers. The match will be made electronically 
based on criteria entered by the student; the 
database is password-protected, allowing only 
Grand Valley students access. Chris Plouff, 
director of Career Services, said volunteers 
have control over how often they will be con-
tacted annually. 
"I see it mostly used by students who are 
curious about a profession ," Plouff said. 
"When they make an online contact through 
the database , they can set up a phone inter-
view or visit that person to find out more 
about their career. That way students can learn 
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more about a career and are able to make an 
informed decision." 
The Collegiate Entrepreneurs' Organization (the 
group that last year created a GVSU Monopoly 
game) is working with Career Services to mar-
ket the database to students. Spencer Covey, 
CEO president, said the group had considered 
developing a Monster.com-style database for 
students. Covey contacted Career Services and 
the two groups began plans to improve an 
already existing job database. 
The previous method of searching the database 
had students visiting the Career Services office 
and handing their request to an office staff 
member, who would then contact the business 
professional. Information was then mailed back 
to the student. Students, and professionals , can 
now access the site from any computer; Plouff 
said the new database, created by the 
Institutional Marketing Web team, also makes 
additions and other changes effortless. 
Photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker 
The Career Contact Bank, located on the 
Career Services Web site, links students with 
professionals and allows students to learn 
more about possible careers. 
He worked with Alumni Relations to gain 
contacts. He said alumni from California, 
Florida, New York, Texas and other states 
have signed up. 
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Across Campus 
Grand Valley continues to grow, 
welcomes exceptional freshmen class 
Meaghann Myers, coordinator of program services and outreach at 
GVSU's Padnos International Center, said her office often refers interest-
ed students to Grand Valley faculty who have served in the Peace Corps. 
Myers also credited the increased interest in the Peace Corps to the orga-
nization's marketing and on-campus recruiting. Enrollment figures for fall 2005 at Grand 
Valley show the number of students at 
just more than 22,500 - up more than 2 
percent from last year. 
Grand Valley continues to raise the stan-
dard for incoming freshmen. Their aver-
age GPA for fall 2005 is 3.53 , compared 
to 3.51 last year. 
"The academic quality and diversity of 
the students enrolled at Grand Valley is 
very impressive in terms of their grade 
point averages, their test scores, extra-cur-
ricular activities and the experiences that 
they bring to campus," said Jodi 
Chycinski, director of admissions. 
File photo 
More than 22,500 students 
attend Grand Valley, an 
increase of 2 percent from 
last year. 
Emily Olsen, regional recruiter, said most college graduates choose the 
Peace Corps for overseas experience before settling into a job. Most 
recent graduates also have few commitments, she said, allowing them to 
move easily. 
The Peace Corps Chicago regional office will have representatives at 
Grand Valley on October 19, from 6-7:30 p.m., in the Kirkhof Center on 
the Allendale Campus. Contact Olsen at eolsen@peacecorps.gov for more 
information. 
Celebrating 6 million rides 
Applications are reviewed using a combination of high school courses 
completed, cumulative grade point average, standardized test scores, 
grade point trend, rank in class and other factors provided by the appli-
cant. Students who want to attend Grand Valley in fall 2006 should get 
their application in by December. 
Peace Corps choice 
for growing number of students 
Joining the Peace Corps after graduation is becoming a more popular 
choice for Grand Valley State University students. 
Photo by Courtney Newbauer 
Grand Valley students enjoy refreshments at the Pew 
Campus bus stop on September 30. The Rapid held a cele-
bration that day to recognize its ridership. The transporta-
tion system has provided more than 6.3 million rides this 
year; GVSU students, faculty and staff account for more 
than 1 million riders. 
The university is ranked 11th of Midwest schools for the number of grad-
uates who are Peace Corps volunteers. The Midwest region is six states: 
Illinois, Michigan, Indiana, Ohio, Missouri, Kentucky. There are 17 Grand 
Valley alumni now serving in the Peace Corps. 
···----------------------------
FORUM 
Volume 30, Number 11 
The GVSU Forum is published by the News 
and Information Services Office every 
Monday when classes are in session and 
biweekly during the summer. The submission 
deadline is Tuesday noon. Send publication 
items to Michele Coffill, editor, c/o 
forum@gvsu.edu . Telephone: 616-331-2221. 
Fax: 616-331-2250. 
Faculty and staff members can find an online 
"Sketches" submission form on the Web at 
www.gvsu.edu/forum. 
Grand Valley State University is an affirmative 
action/equal opportunity institution. 
Visit GVNow, Grand Valley's daily online pub-
lication, on the Web at: www.gvnow.gvsu.edu/ 
GVNOW 
Faculty and Staff Sketches 
In the News 
Henry Matthews, director of Galleries and 
Collections, was interviewed by WGVU Radio 
about the Jamaica Today art exhibit. 
Al Steinman, director of the Annis Water Resources 
Institute, was interviewed by National Public Radio 
for stories about the phosphorus runoff from lawn 
fertilizers on water and ecological impacts of dam 
removal. 
Sketches 
Denise M. de la Rosa, associate professor of 
accounting and taxation , gave a presentation, 
"Hispanics in Business Education: An 
Underrepresented Segment of the U.S. Population," 
at the annual meeting of the the American 
Accounting Association in San Francisco. 
John Harper Philbin, associate professor of com-
munications, gave a presentation, "The Wide World 
of Shorts: Lessons from the Film Festival Circuit," 
at the University Film and Video Association confer-
ence held at Columbia College in Chicago. 
Kimberly A. Kenward , Academic Computing staff 
member, and Shelley Schuurman, visiting professor 
of social work, gave a presentation, "Using E-
Journals to Promote Reflection, Critical Thinking 
and Professional Growth in Social Work Students," 
at the Council on Social Work Education Annual 
Program Meeting in Chicago, Illinois. 
Zulema Moret, assistant professor of Modem 
Literatures and Languages , gave a presentation, "La 
tragedia sin dientes: La voz femenina en la novela 
Amuleto de Roberto Bolafio," chaired a session and 
read her poetry at the XXVI Simposio Internacional 
de Literatura at the Universidad de los Lagos, Puerto 
Mont, Chile. 
Bradley Ambrose, associate professor of physics, 
and a colleague from the University of Maine 
received a National Science Foundation grant for a 
two-year project, "Developing a Tutorial Approach 
to Enhance Student Leaming of Intermediate 
Mechanics." 
Dan Balfour, professor and director of the School 
of Public and Nonprofit Administration, wrote a 
book review of Strength Through Joy: Consumerism 
and Mass Tourism in the Third Reich, published in 
The European Legacy. 
Martha Golensky, associate professor of social 
work, wrote an article, "Out with the Old, In with 
continues on page 3 
What's Ahead 
Organic coffee farming, 
justice discussed 
at conference 
Nicaraguan coffee farmers will be among the 
speakers at the fourth annual Cup of Justice 
Conference, sponsored by several Grand Valley 
departments and community organizations. 
The conference will run from 6:30-8 p.m. today 
at Loosemore Auditorium in the De Vos Center. 
Registration is $5 per person at the door. 
Speakers Rolando Talvera Flores, a coffee 
farmer; Marbely Garcia Lopez, expert coffee 
cupper; and Yara Talavera, coordinator of the 
Miraflor, Nicaraguan Eco-Tourism program will 
talk about organic coffee farming and where 
coffee dollars go. Fair trade coffee will be 
served. 
Sponsors include GVSU's Latin American 
Studies, College of Interdisciplinary Studies 
and Women and Gender Studies, Plymouth 
Congregational United Church of Christ, West 
Michigan Environmental Action Committee, 
Higher Ground Trading Company and Circle 
Pines Cooperative. 
For more information, contact Gayla Jewell at 
jewellg@gvsu.edu . 
Music faculty, students 
to perform 
Grand Valley's Fall Arts Celebration continues 
with the Faculty and Student Collage Concert, 
a free event open to the community today at 
8 p.m. in the Cook-DeWitt Center. 
A concert featuring Grand Valley student caril-
lonneurs, under the direction of Professor 
Julianne Vanden Wyngaard , precedes the event 
from 7:20-7:50 p.m. at the Cook Carillon Plaza. 
Grand Valley's new oboe professor, Marlen 
VavrOcova , will be joined by six other artist-fac-
ulty members and nearly two dozen top music 
students to showcase a wide variety of talents 
including voice, instrumentals and dance. The 
program includes selections from the operatic 
masterpiece "The Marriage of Figaro," John 
Cage's "Third Construction" for percussionists , 
Kozelhua's "Adagio for Oboe and Piano ," and 
much more. 
Pulitzer Prize-winning 
poets visit Grand Valley 
Two Pulitzer Prize-winning American poets 
will visit campus on Wednesday, October 12, 
for Poetry Night , an evening of readings and 
conversation. 
This Fall Arts Celebration event is free and 
open to the public; it will begin at 7 p.m. , at the 
Eberhard 
Center. 
Philip 
Levine, who 
was born in 
Detroit and 
educated at 
Wayne state Philip Levine C.K. Williams 
University, 
teaches at New York University. He is the 
author of 16 books of poetry, including The 
Simple Truth (1994), which won the Pulitzer 
Prize in 1995. Levine has received many 
awards for his poetry, including the National 
Book Award in 1980 for Ashes and again in 
1991 for What Work ls. 
C.K. Williams is the 2005 recipient of the Ruth 
Lily Poetry Prize from the Modem Poetry 
Association. His book Repair (1999) won the 
2000 Pulitzer Prize in Poetry. He was a finalist 
in 1997 for The Vigil . His many awards include 
a Pushcart Prize and an American Academy of 
Arts and Letters Award . Williams teaches in the 
writing program at Princeton University. 
Both poets will read from their work. A book 
signing and afterglow reception follows their 
presentations. For more information call 
x12180 or visit www.gvsu.edu/fallarts. 
Vice president to share 
'Her Story' 
Maribeth Wardrop, vice president for develop-
ment, is the next speaker during the "Her 
Story" series , which is sponsored by the 
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Women's Center and 
Women 's Commission. 
Wardrop 's presentation 
will be Wednesday, 
October 19, at noon in 
the Alumni House Perry 
Room. She will share 
her professional story on 
how she moved from Maribeth Wardrop 
teaching elementary 
school children to running a small business to 
overseeing the development department at 
Grand Valley. 
Participants are encouraged to bring their 
lunches . 
The series began in 2003 as a forum for women 
to talk about their experiences in leadership 
positions and the importance of mentors. The 
next presenters are Judy Whipps , who will 
speak on November 2 at the Holland Meijer 
Campus; and Gayla Jewell and Julia Mason , 
who will speak on November 15 at the De Vos 
Center. 
For more information , call the Women's Center 
at x l2748 . 
Flu shots given in 
November 
Grand Valley will offer flu shots to facu lty and 
staff members, their dependents and retirees 
who wish to participate. The cost of the shots 
will be covered by the university; dates and 
locations are listed below. 
• November 2, 10 a.m.-12:30 p.m.: Cook-
DeVos Center for Health Sciences, room 331; 
• November 3, 10 a.m .-2 p.m.: De Vos 
Center, first floor atrium; 
• November 4 , 10 a.m.-2 p.m.: Kirkhof 
Center lobby. 
The Kirkhof College of Nursing and the GVSU 
Family Health Center will administer the shots. 
The Family Health Center, 72 Sheldon St., and 
Grand Valley Campus Health Center, 42nd 
Avenue, will offer shots after November 4; 
shots given at the health centers are subject to a 
$10 co-pay. 
···--------------------------
Faculty and Staff Sketches 
continued from page 2 
the New: A Case Study of a Successful 
Leadership Transition," published in the 
Journal for Nonprofit Management. 
Moe Chowdhury, visiting assistant professor 
of geography and planning , wrote an article, 
"Managing Overflow and Dumping at 
Recycling Dropoffs," published the Journal of 
of Municipal Solid Waste Professionals . 
Yan Yu , associate professor of sociology, gave 
a presentation, "The 'New' Gender Roles of 
Chinese Immigrant Wives: Reconstructed to 
Maintain the Quality of Marriages ," at the fifth 
International Conference on Diversity in 
Organizations , Communities and Nations, in 
Beijing , China. 
Biology faculty 
present at conference 
Seven faculty from the Biology Department 
(pictured at right) participated in the Ecological 
Society of America meeting held in Montreal, 
Quebec . The meeting 's theme was "Ecology at 
Multiple Scales." Faculty members presented 
six posters at the meeting, addressing both eco-
logical research and teaching. 
Photo courtesy of Jodee Hunt 
Biology Department faculty members who 
participated in the conference are, left to 
right, Jorge Lopez, Deb Simon, Heather Rueth, 
Janel Zeman, Jodee Hunt, James Dunn and 
Bob Hollister. 
••• 
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ALENDAR OF 
General Events 
Arts Hotline 616-331-ARTS 
Gallery Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Thurs. 10 a.m.-7 p.m. 
Through Nov. 4 
Gallery hours: Jamaica Today: Six Women 
Artists. Gallery, PAC. Call x12564 for more 
information. 
Mon., Oct. 10 
11-11 :50 a.m.: Geology Department Lecture. 
Our Country and Renewable Energy, by Imad 
Mahawili. 103 Loutit Lecture Hall, PAD. 
12 noon-12:50 p.m.: History Colloquium. 
Unreliable Sources: Making Sense of 16th 
Century French Political Pamphlets, present-
ed by James Smither. 1119 MAK. Call 
xl3298 for more information. 
4-5:30 p.m.: Counseling Center Seminar. Living 
with Loss. 204 STU. Call x13266 for more 
information. 
6-8 p.m.: Hispanic Heritage Month Event. 
Rethinking Columbus Day, presented by 
Bobby Gonzalez. 215/216 KC. Call x12177 
for more information. 
6:30-8 p.m.: Cup of Justice Conference. 
Loosemore Auditorium, DEV. Call xl 7174 
for registration information. 
8 p.m.: Fall Arts Celebration Event. 
Faculty/Student Collage Concert. CDC. Call 
x13484 for more information. 
Tues., Oct. 11 
1-1:50 p.m.: Geology Department Lecture. 
Twenty Years, Four Continents, And Twelve 
Jobs: Insights On Finding A Career In 
Geology, by Steve Mattox. 103 Loutit 
Lecture Hall, PAD. 
12 noon-1:30 p.m.: National Coming Out Day 
Event . Faculty and staff presentation by John 
Corvino. 204 KC . Call xl2748 for more 
information . 
1-3 p.m.: Middle East Studies Event. Screen 
Images of Arabs and Muslims, presented by 
Jack Shaheen. 250 KC. Call x13634 for more 
information. 
7-9 p.m.: Master Class for brass players, present-
ed by Rob Roy McGregor. Sherman Van 
Solkema Recital Hall, PAC. Call x13484 for 
more information. 
9 p.m.: National Coming Out Day Event. 
Homosexuality, Morality and Diversity, pre-
sented by John Corvino. CDC. Call xl2215 
for more information. 
Wed., Oct. 12 
8:30-10 a.m.: Johnson Center Nonprofit 
Executive Morning Series. Linking Culture to 
Organizational Performance . Holland Meijer 
Campus. Call xl 7232 for registration infor-
mation. 
9 a.m.-4 p.m.: Retirement Fund Counseling 
Appointments. 42 KC. Call 800-842-2044, 
ext. 1409, for registration information. 
11-11:50 a.m.: Geology Department Lecture. 
Hurricane Katrina and the Future, by Peter 
Chan. 103 Loutit Lecture Hall, PAD. 
12 noon-12:50 p.m.: Geology Department 
Lecture. International Aid's Response to 
Hurricane Katrina, by Jacki Van Hall. 103 
Loutit Lecture Hall, PAD. 
12 noon: Allendale Toastmasters, KC. Call 
xl2204 for more information. 
12 noon-I p.m.: Autumn Health Forum. 
Spirituality and Health: What Does the 
Scientific Literature Say? Loosemore 
Auditorium, DEV. Call xl 7180 for more 
information. 
Thurs., Oct. 13 
8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m .: Leadership Development 
Workshop. Leading Work Teams. Holland 
Meijer Campus. Call x 17180 for registration 
information. 
11 a.m.-4 p.m.: Padnos Center Study Abroad 
Fair. Student Project Area, Building C, DEV. 
Call x13898 for more information. 
11:30 a.m.-3 p.m.: Retirement Fund Counseling 
Appointments. 297C DEV. Call 800-842-
2044, ext. 1049, for registration information. 
1-1:50 p.m.: Geology Department Lecture. 
Protecting Michigan's Water, by Kym Spring, 
Clean Water Action. 103 Loutit Lecture Hall, 
PAD. 
1-2 p.m.: Counseling Center Seminar. Got 
Stress? 204 STU. Call x13266 for more infor-
mation. 
1-4 p.m.: Social Work Ara Cary Lecture Series. 
Child and Adolescent Bi-Polar Disorder: 
Controversies and Challenges. Loosemore 
Auditorium, DEV. Call x16550 for registra-
tion information. 
3-4 p.m.: Counseling Center Seminar. Reducing 
Procrastination. 204 STU. Call x13266 for 
more information. 
5:30-7:30 p.m.: Women's Center Event. Family 
Fun Night. FH. Call x12748 for more infor-
mation. 
VENTS 
Fri., Oct. 14 
7:30 a.m.: Grand Rapids Toastmasters , 107E 
DEV. Call x17337 for more information. 
11-11:50 a.m.: Geology Department Lecture . 
Protecting and Connecting the Macatawa 
River, Derk Walkotten. 103 Loutit Lecture 
Hall, PAD. 
12 noon-12:50 p.m.: Geology Department 
Lecture. Geology, Oil and Politics of Iraq, 
John Weber. 103 Loutit Lecture Hall, PAD. 
1 p.m.: Groundbreaking for Padnos College of 
Engineering and Computing. EC, Pew Grand 
Rapids Campus . 
8 p.m.: Music Concert . Jazz Orchestra, directed 
by Tim Froncek. LAT, PAC. Call xl3484 for 
more information. 
Sat., Oct. 15 
8 a.m.: American Cancer Society's Making 
Strides Against Breast Cancer Walk. Calder 
Plaza, downtown Grand Rapids. Call x12748 
for more information. 
5-6:30 p.m.: UClub Tailgater and Chili Cook-
Off. Irwin Lot. Call x13592 for more infor-
mation. 
8 p.m.: Artist Faculty Series. The Petrella 
Ensemble with Deborah and David Gross . 
LAT, PAC. Call x13484 for more information. 
Sun., Oct. 16 
3 p.m.: Music Concert . Performances by Festival 
Women 's Chorale, Varsity Men and 
University Singers. LAT, PAC. Call x13484 
for more information. 
8 p.m.: Music Concert. Performances by Select 
Women's Ensemble and University Arts 
Chorale, conducted by Ellen Pool. LAT, PAC. 
Sports 
Tues., Oct. 11 
7 p.m .: Volleyball hosts Ferris State University. 
Sat., Oct. 15 
1 p.m.: Men's and Women's Swimming: Blue & 
White Intrasquad Meet. 
7 p.m.: Football hosts Saginaw Valley State 
University. 
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